[bookmark: _Hlk150699807]Storyhouse Podcast Run Sheet

Purpose

The Storyhouse podcast has six main objectives:

1. Provide an opportunity to reflect on and integrate your experience.
2. Provide an additional platform to share and disseminate your story.
3. Share what you have learned with future Storyhouse participants.
4. Build a digital community of storytellers across program cohorts.
5. Evaluate and improve the Storyhouse training and workshops.
6. Engage faculty and better understand how to support them.

Audience

The audience for the Storyhouse podcast is broadly defined as “people interested in or involved with using narrative and storytelling to communicate and mobilize science and research.” While your story is designed for a specific audience, the audience of this podcast are primarily people thinking about science communication and knowledge mobilization itself. In other words, the theme of “storytelling to share research and science” is the “thread” that ties all the unique stories and episodes together.

Structure

Episodes are recorded (sometimes simultaneously) at Workshop 8 and, if needed, Workshop 9.

Every Storyhouse participant is involved in two podcast episodes—one as a host and one as a subject (or interviewee). As a host, you will introduce another storyteller and interview them about their experience in order to showcase their story. As a subject, you will share your experience and reflect on what you learned in order to showcase your story.

All faculty members are invited to participate in a podcast episode. If a researcher, scientist or faculty member who authored your article is interested in participating in a podcast, your podcast “as host” will involve interviewing them instead of another Storyhouse participant. (Your interview “as subject” will still be hosted by another Storyhouse participant.)

By being both a host and a subject, you will get to experience “both sides of the microphone” – two unique dimensions of podcast production.

Preparation

This production sheet provides hosts and subjects everything they need ahead of recording.

· All Storyhouse participants need to complete the Podcast Format 1: Peer Interview sections.
· Only participants interviewing a faculty member need to complete Podcast Format 2: Faculty Interview sections.

Storyhouse Session 8 training provides a complete walkthrough of the podcast recording process. The training covers podcasting as both host and subject. This session also helps to complete the preparatory material in real-time.

Podcast Format 1: Peer Interview

Please complete the fields in this section so that the episode host can introduce you and your narrative. When finished, this section will be the script that the host uses when introducing the episode that features your narrative. (When you host an episode for another Storyhouse member, you will likewise work from this script that they have completed for you.)

Section 1: Host’s Introduction

	[bookmark: _Hlk150720421]Cold open:
	
	This is the first audio that the listener encounters. The cold open text here must be a direct quote of a key moment of your story that sparks intrigue. This snippet will be taken directly from the recording of your narrative.

	
	Host Script:
	

	Logline/hook/teaser:
	
	This is the first thing the host says to launch the episode. The logline should be a one sentence “hook” or “teaser” for the research paper, framed around problem and a question that incites curiosity in the listener.

	
	Welcome to the Storyhouse podcast! In this series, we are exploring how narrative and storytelling connect people to new research and science. My name is [Host]. I’m a member of the Storyhouse team and I will be your host for this episode. Today, we’re focussing on a narrative written and performed by
	

	Enter full name:
	
	Your full name as you’d like to be introduced

	
	Their story was inspired by a research article titled
	Please edit this line if the document is not a typical research article (i.e. book chapter, protocol, etc)

	Full article title:
	
	Please copy and paste article title here

	
	which was written by
	

	Enter all list article authors
	
	Please add all authors on the original research article

	
	The performance of this narrative was recorded live at Western University on
	

	Enter date:
	November 14, 2023
	

	Enter first name:
(Host engages subject)
	
	Your first name or main name by which you would like the host to address you directly

	Segue
	Examples
▪ I can’t wait to unpack this narrative with you!
▪ I’m so happy to host this episode with you!
▪ Thanks for sharing your story with us today!
▪ [customized, personalized segue]
	This can be a customized or personalized transition statement that welcomes the subject/interviewee and places the attention and focus on them

	Initial response or opening statement
	Examples
▪ Thanks, [Host], it’s an honour to be here!
▪ Thanks, I’m so happy to be able to share this story!
▪ Thanks, and it’s been such a pleasure collaborating with you in the Storyhouse as well!
	This is the first thing the subject/interviewee says in the episode—typically thanking the host. It should feel impromptu and responsive to host’s segue comment.



Section 2: Interview Questions & Notes

Use these questions to prompt your reflection ahead of the podcast interview. Write some brief notes or bullet points to capture your ideas in the “Response Notes” column. But avoid scripting complete answers that might sound like they are being read. (You can also practice asking the questions, since you will be using this guide as the host when you interview a fellow storyteller about their narrative.)

2.1 Reflection on the Narrative

	Host (Interviewer) Questions
	Subject (Interviewee) Response Notes

	What surprised you most about your experience of crafting and performing this narrative? What were you least expecting?
	

	What was the first thing that came to your mind the moment you finished performing your narrative at the live stage event?
	

	From the perspective of narrative theory, what dramatic elements or plot points do you feel became the most important anchors or drivers of your narrative?
	

	What was the hardest part about identifying, understanding, or engaging the specific audience for this story?
	

	How do you hope this audience will respond to this narrative?
	

	What aspect of the research or science itself did you find the most difficult to communicate, reflect, or “transpose” into narrative?
	

	What are you most proud of about the way this narrative turned out?
	

	If you had to do it again, what would you do differently?
	

	What was the biggest challenge, obstacle, or tension in your journey of crafting this story?
	

	As you have reflected on the process of crafting and performing this narrative, is there anything else that has come up for you?
	



2.2 Reflection on the Storyhouse experience

	Host (Interviewer) Questions
	Subject (Interviewee) Response Notes

	How would you describe your relationship with storytelling now compared to how you would have described it before this project?
	

	What was the most “transferable skill” you have learned, developed, or explored during your Storyhouse project? How do you imagine using it in the future?
	

	Along the way, you received a lot of feedback and perspectives on your narrative, what was the hardest thing you encountered about feedback?
	

	Can you describe a point where feedback you received in a workshop significantly informed the final narrative?
	

	How has this experience informed your ideas about research and communication in general?
	

	Can you describe a moment during the training or workshop sessions when you realized you had to adapt or rethink your approach to crafting the narrative? What prompted the change, and what was the outcome?
	

	In retrospect, what aspects of the Storyhouse training seem most relevant for crafting this particular story?
	

	Now, having been through this experience, what would you add, change, or delete from the training material?
	

	What would you say to someone else considering the opportunity to participate in the Storyhouse program? What do you wish you knew at the beginning that you only know now?
	



Section 3: Host Outro

	Thank Interviewee/Subject
	[Interviewee name], Thank you so much for sharing some of your story about crafting this narrative. [Exchange pleasantries.] 

	Thank Listeners
	And thank you, listeners, for joining us on another chapter of our journey to the borderlands, where drama and narrative intersect science and research.

	Production Credit
	The Storyhouse podcast is hosted by us, members of the Storyhouse team. The Storyhouse is produced by the Knowledge Mobilization Unit in the Faculty of Health Sciences at Western University and the Inclusive Research Excellence and Impact team at Western Research.

	Creative Commons
	This episode is released under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license

	Music acknowledgement
	The theme music is Fortitude by Lance Conrad.

	Call to action
	Join us as we continue learning at frontiers of narrative in science communication and knowledge mobilization. Find out more about the Storyhouse project, our narratives, and the backstory to this podcast at storyhouse.substack.com. Thanks for listening!



When completed, please print a copy of this document and bring it with you to Workshop 8. Alternatively, you can email it to story@uwo.ca and we can print it in advance and have it ready for you.


Podcast Format 2: Faculty Interview

This episode guide is designed for Storyhouse participants who have the opportunity to interview a researcher, scientist or faculty member about their article or publication.

Section 1: Host’s Introduction

	
	Host Script:
	

	Logline/hook/teaser:
	
	This is the first thing the host says to launch the episode. The logline should be a one sentence “hook” or “teaser” for the research paper, framed around a problem and a question that incites curiosity in the listener.

	
	Welcome to the Storyhouse podcast! In this series, we are exploring how narrative and storytelling connect people to new research and science. My name is [_____________]. I’m a member of the Storyhouse team and I recently worked on a narrative inspired by an article titled
	

	Full article title:
	
	Please copy and paste article title here

	
	which was written by
	

	Enter all list article authors
	
	Please add all authors on the original research article

	
	Today, I am excited to be joined here in the studio by
	

	Faculty member (interviewee) name:
	
	

	Segue
	Examples
▪ Thank you so much for the opportunity to discuss your research today!
▪ I am so excited to talk with you about communicating research, especially in the context of your article!
▪ [customized, personalized segue]
	This can be a customized or personalized transition statement that welcomes the subject/interviewee and places the attention and focus on them

	Initial response or opening statement
	
	This is the first thing the subject/interviewee says in the episode—typically thanking the host.



Section 2: Interview Questions

Use these questions (and add a few of your own) as a guide to initiate and steer the conversation. But listen intently and be willing ask different follow-up questions or explore other potential “forks” in the conversation. Remember, the main goal for this conversation is to better understand the opportunities and barriers for communicating this faculty member’s unique research.

	Host (Participant/Interviewer) Questions

	The goal for this conversation is to help us better understand the opportunities and barriers for communicating your unique research. To begin, I’m wondering if you could share how this individual article “fits” in your broader program of research?

	One of the exercises we did in the Storyhouse program was to develop an “elevator pitch” for each article. I’m curious how you would summarize this specific article in just a minute or two?

	Let’s think about potential audiences for a few minutes. If we could have invited anyone in the world to sit here to discuss this article with us today, who would you most want to be here right now?

	From your perspective, what do you see as some of the biggest obstacles or barriers to this audience encountering, understanding, or using this research?

	What role do you think narrative or storytelling might have in addressing these (above barriers and obstacles)?

	What do you think the biggest challenges, issues, or “liabilities” are in sharing this research through dramatic narrative or story?

	Your personal question for the faculty member (1)
	

	Your personal question for the faculty member (2)
	

	Your personal question for the faculty member (3)
	

	I’m wondering if we could turn the tables for a minute? I have just spent 7 weeks working on a narrative about your research, and I was wondering if you might have any questions for me?

	When you think about things like “knowledge mobilization” and “research impact” related to this article, what are your next top priorities? What’s next?



Section 3: Host Outro

	Thank Faculty member
	[Faculty name], I am so thankful to you for your time and insights today. Thank you for taking a few minutes to explore your article with us! [Exchange pleasantries.] 

	Thank Listeners
	And thank you, listeners, for joining us on another chapter of our journey to the borderlands, where drama and narrative intersect science and research.

	Production Credit
	The Storyhouse podcast is hosted by us, members of the Storyhouse team. The Storyhouse is produced by the Knowledge Mobilization Unit in the Faculty of Health Sciences at Western University and the Inclusive Research Excellence and Impact team at Western Research.

	Creative Commons
	This episode is released under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license

	Music acknowledgement
	The theme music is Fortitude by Lance Conrad.

	Call to action
	Join us as we continue learning at frontiers of narrative in science communication and knowledge mobilization. Find out more about the Storyhouse project, our narratives, and the backstory to this podcast at storyhouse.substack.com. Thanks for listening!



When completed, please print a copy of this document and bring it with you to Workshop 8. Alternatively, you can email it to story@uwo.ca and we can print it in advance and have it ready for you.

